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1. Br1ef 1ntr0duct10n of the candldate

Alexander Tashev was botn on 4 ™ of September 1984, Graduated wrth a bachelor 's
degree at LTU, majoring in Alternative Toyrism in 2014, where he also obtained a master's
degree, majoring in Business Admrnlstratlon m 2016. Fluent in Russian and Enghsh Has a
good digital culture '

- 2. Relevance of the pru'-b'-l"em‘

The developed dissertation topic presents current problems. that are re'late'd to the
sustainable management of the tourism sector. ‘The development of tourism in mountain areas
has proven its economic benefits and is an attractive tourist product’ for custormers. The
expansion of the offered tourist services in the forest territories provokes our attention to the
balanced use of tourist resources and the creation of adequate models for tourisin managerment.
In this regard, the proposed developinent is relevant for all interested parties. '

3. Degree of knowledge of the state of the problem and creatlve mterpretatmn of
B the literature review

- Inthe Doctoral thesis, a comprehenswe review of the development of tourlsm was made,
cleatly highlighting the development of travel. agency activity. The historical rev1ew exarines
the possibilities of applying the various hatural resources in personahzed tourism products. An.
in-depth study of the development of ideas for sustainable tourism dnd the place of protected -
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“in-depth study of the development of ideas for sustamable tour1sm and the place of protected
arcas in the tourist offer has been made. The development of toutisim in a natural environment,
in particular in-forest areas ‘was an. emphasis. A charactetization was. made based on-the
categorization of protected areas, aceordmg to the TUCN /International Union for Conservation -
of Natute/. The PhD Student presented the specifics of the territories that are an element of the
National Ecological Network Natura 2000 with-the necessary detaﬂ The somie. }1m1tatrons to
the development of tourism it the individual categories of protected territories were presented o
. On the basis of the studied 1nforrnat10n resources; a déseription of the content of forest tourism
was made, which is log1ca11y related to the idea of it adopted by the PhD student. The idea is
*illustrated with- relevant examples ef 1eco gmzable ecotounsm destlnatlons in parks '

4. Purpose;, tasks, hypotheses and research methods. Correspondence of the chosen
research methodology w1th the set goal and tasks of the dissertation work :

The aim of fhe peer-rev1ewed dlssertauon is "To establish and -evaluate the
organizational formis of alterhative tourisim: in the forest territories of the Middle Rhodopes,
" which lead to the sustainable development of tourism in. the. region'". The PhD candidate
presents five research tasks, antong which the one worthy of attention is theone for developmg
an adapted methodology for assessing the' Sustamabrhty of various forms of tourism in the
Middle Rhodopes accordmg to-the ratio of demand and supply in’ the field of tourisin in the
consrdered region. : :

In the course of the research, the'follo'wing'hypothesis was -verified: "Fol‘l-owin-g the
requiremerits for "sustainability” in the area, more and more diverse. forms of sustainable
altetnative tourism should be developed, as. ‘well as their combmatrons especmlly those suitable

for practicing in forest areas and taking into account the resources ‘and the specifics, of the
~ region, which will lead to the resolution of 1rnportant socio- economrc problems and inérease '
the tourist popularity and attractiveress of the reglon

The author has used a standard adequate research toolkit for the problem under
consideration. In this sense, ‘the :methodological- approach is consistent with the working
~ hypothesis and determines the achievement of sufficiently representatwe results from the
" theoretical and experlmental tesearch. The sarvey ternplates are methodologtcally developed
correctly -and are- sufflcwntly informative; for the: purposes. of the survey. The style of the
exposition is tight, and in ternis of the presented structure, there is'a logical cotinection between
the individual parts in the dissertation. The Second Chapter "Methodolog1cal aspects for the
- study of the territorial development of touristm" deserves attention, where a thorough review of
~ the methodological approaches for the study of sustainable tourism recognlzed by the PhD
student is made and in this connection rhodels for itsdevelopment are referenced. The models
COVer a sufﬂcrently long per1od of the development of tourisi in general from 1980 to 2019,
when the problem of: sustainable deveIOpm'ent has had a different focus and degree of detail in
the research. The chosen quarititative type of. ‘methodological approach for collecting and
analyzing primary mformatzon for the purposes of dissertation’ development is clearly" defined.
I could summarize that the methodologlca] approach is consistent with the working hypothesns :
and determines the achievement of sufficiently representatwe results from. the theoretical and -
' expemnental research. '



5, Transparency and presentatron of the obtamed results

The dissertation is presented in a volume of 202 pages 0f main text including; 46 tables
and 44 fighres. 164 titles of literary sources are cited (54 of them in Cyrillie, 52 in Latin and 82
web-based online sources); presented on 9 pages; 2 pages ltst of abbrevrattons t page list of
- .appendices. : = : '

- The approaeh and presentatton style used in the presented drssertatlon demonstrate the
professional attitude of the PhD student, both when referencing the literary sources and when
‘analyzing the results- obtairied in the course of the research. The results-achieved in the course
of the study are graphwally well illustrated in. the text of the dissertation; and a significant part
of them are also presented n separate appendlces which makes " the work complete aid
~complete. : : - :

- 6. Dlscussmn of results and used llterature

The main results in the presented dtssertanon work are summarized in the Tlnrd chapter,

- where a description of the patural resources necessary for the development of ecological

fourism is made in the study objects-six 1nu1nc1paht1es of the Middlé Rhodopes. The presented
- description of the recogmzable eco-routes is based on: sécondary information sources developed
©in2012. The eco- -trails with their routes are well 1lhhstrated with photographic raterial, personal
archive of the PhD student. The resources for event tourism in the Middle Rhodopes were also
exarnined. The presented calendar of events is a :eontlnuatron of the PhD) student's personal
studies, which are presented in detail in his bachelof thes;s Cultural-historical and ethnographic
resources for the area, are eorrectly described, afy thelr degree of asmnnlatlon can ‘be very
clearly traced compared to 2012, when their catal', '1ng in the scientific space dates back. The
-described resources for the development of naturé-g iented and ecological tourism, summarized
in a systematic list of the nature réserves, protected areas and natural attractions presented in
the study area, deserve attention. It reconfirms ex1st1ng scientific 1nf0rmat10n from 2012 ohthe
cataloged tourism reereatlon resources m the same study area.

The survey among entrepreneurs whith was conducted in 12021, gives a representatwe

picture of the tourism setvices offered in the surveyed area and the level of management culture

‘of tourism entrepreneurs. The profile of the surveyed tourists is cotrectly presented by the ThD

* student: family tourisin. dominates during the'summer: seasoti, and the respondents support the
* idea of introducing a fee to mamtam the tourist mfrastructure ' : :

* ‘The litéerary sources cited by the PhD stud 11t are as follows 54 of them it Cy1 illic, 52
in Latin and 82 web-based online sources. They are correetly cited in the text of the disseitation.
- The literature review covers a significant time per1od /. 1940- 2021/, Wthh allows o trace the
development of the 1dea of sustamable tourism. '. : :

7 Contrtbutlons of the dlssertat‘lon WOI‘k

7.1, In the diss-ertatio'nWork-,- scientific and applied contributions related to,methodically
collected and analyzed:sécondary -information -about the available tourist. resouces in the



Middle Rhodopes whreh can- be used fot the sustamable development of alternatrve forms of
tourrsrn can be presented : : : :

72. An event calendar has been- compiled it chronologrcal order for the M1ddle
‘Rhodopes, which is a good ba31s for' the development of the tourist offer in the area

7.3. The ”lnnovatwe for the tegion approach to collecting and proeessmg 1nformatron
on tourist development" desctibed by the doctorat student and defined as a contribution is a
traditional scientific research approach applied by different SClel‘ltlﬁC research teams in vatious
studies conducted in the 1eg10n in. the perlod of 2007 2012, Tt could be assumed that by -
-~ applying it in the specific study; the PhD- student” contributes to updatlng the avallable ’
inforthation /from seeondary sources/, which essentrally has a contrrbutory character

. B Evaluatlon of the degree ef personal part:c1patmn of the dlssertatlon student in
the contrlbutlons : : : .

The petsonal partlcrpanon of PhD student Tashev is mclrsputable in the collectron of
primary and secondary . information, its interpretation and in the field research of speeralrzed
* tourist routes. The conducted survey with the analyzes made havé a setious place in the

contribution value of the d1ssertatron :

9. Critical Notes and Questtons.
The dissertation has the followmg crrtteal notes:

9.1. When forrn'rn'g the research thesis, the doctor'al stiident congiders the forest areas as
a tourist market, which is not correct. These territories can be the object of development and
presentation of & product with a different tourist specialization, and 1nd1rectly the tourist /
gconommic aotrvrty developed in them partrclpates in the segmentatron of the tourist market

9.2. In the Third chapter "Assessment of the economic contrrbunon of' the organrzanonal
‘forms of ecotourism in the sustainable development of the Middle Rhodopes région™ the
emphasis is on secondary information resources, presenting in detail the strategic and legal
framework for the develOpment of ecotourism. It is more appropriate to include this text il the
content of the first chaptet and thus loglcally preeede the analy51s of the Survey and the, .
economic contribution of- tounsrn in the aréa. .-

9.3, It would be difficult to stand out the economic contnbutron of the organrzatronal
forms of ecotourism in the Middle Rhodopes based on the detailed descnptlon of the applicable
national action plans and strategies for- the devfelopment of the region along with the-legal
framework in the field of tourism. Undoubtedly, .tfbey have their place in forming the framework

- of the sustainable development of tourism, but thlc’ry do net have the necessary information value
for the specifically considered issues of clarlfylng the economic beneﬁts of the development of
ecotourlsm

9 4. The source data used by the PhD student for cotniparative analyses, conclusions and _
sumriaries are.in very differeiit time ranges: for the: development of the internal market they
are from 2011, for the external market they are for the perrod 1990 1997, and the questionnaire

4.



‘surveys were cartied out in 2021, This fragmentary approach is not suitable enough for the
dynamics of the tourist. market, -especially Wi‘tﬁ'ﬁie two clearly. distinguishable stages of its
developmient, before and after the Covid pand'ﬁmlc The given data are without a doubt.
applicable for deriving certain tiends, but consg cted in this way in the time vertical do not

 allow-to clearly outline leading directions for the fourism industry after 2019.

9.5. 1 do not consider that the research method described by the doctoral student on page
167 as "own" is specific and is a personal contriblition of the PhD student. In this regard, the
set research task: "development of an adapted methodology for assessing the sustainability of
various forms of tourism in the Middle Rhodopes according to the ratio of demand and supply
in the field of tourism in the considered region” has not been fuifilled. N o

There is the fdl'L_dWihg question for dogtoral student Tashev:

. How does the fnethpd-descr‘i-b‘ed by the PhD student on page 167 in the dissertation 7
differ from the widely used systematic approach to primary information collection and-analysis? -

10. Published articles and citations. -

- On the topic of the dissertation, two articles were published in co-authorship with the
scientific supervisor, one report in a collegtion of papers from an international scientific
conference and one abstract in a collection of abstracts from an international scientific
conferencé. The publications presented reflect the results presented in the dissertation. -

There is no iﬁfonndt.i:on:abbut ci‘fa%tiohs ‘madé to the publications- indicated by the
doctoral student. o : :

11. Evaluation of the publications on th'e'di'ssertati'(_in work: number, n-a-tUré__o‘f the
editions in which they are printed. Reflections in Science - Use and Citation by Other
Authors. : ' : ' . o . .

The presented publications reflect ‘a significant part of the results obtained from the
research of PhD student Tashev. Two-of them were published in a journal referenced in VINITI-
" RAN, and a third publication was in the Proceedings of an Intetnational Scientific Conference

in Georgia. - _ L
THe dissertation abstract contains 55 pages; 5 tables-and 5. figures. It is designed in A%
~ format. It objectivély reflects the structure and conitent of the dissertation workm:

CONCLUSION:

The peer-reviewed dissertation meets -the standard requitemients for doctoral thesis,
demonstrates good professional erudition and practical skills of the ‘PhD student.



The presented dissertation meets the requirements for obtaining the educational and
scientific degree "Ph doctor”, which gives me reason to evaluate it POSITIVELY.

I would like to recommend to the honorable Scientific Jury to award Nikolay
Alexandrov Tashev ONS "doctor" in professional field 3.7 Administration and management,
doctoral program: "Organization and management of production (forestry and forest industry)".

Date: 17/04/2024 "~ REVIEWER:. .

Sofia ' ' (Prof. Dr. Krasimira Staneva)



