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The University of Forestry in Sofia is the only one of its kind
in Bulgaria. It trains students in many life science and
technology areas: forestry and forest use, wood technology,
engineering design, ecology and environmental protection,
industrial management, and landscape architecture. It also
trains students in Veterinary medicine, Agronomy, Plant
protection, Business management and Alternative tourism. The
University of Forestry has introduced three educational stages:
B. Sc., M.Sc. and Ph.D., and since 2004/2005 the European
Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS) was
introduced. Baccalaureate programs are 4 years in duration and
Master’s programs are an additional 1.5 year.
The University is the only place in Bulgaria where students can
earn degree in Forestry, Wood technology and Landscape
Architecture.

TRAINING AND EXPERIMENTAL FOREST RANGES

Yundola
Yundola is situated at the border of two
mountains – Rila and Rhodopes. The
forest vegetation here consists mostly of
coniferous forests with a rich species
composition. The students perform
practical training in various subjects of
the forestry science.
The wood-processing factory, agricultural fields and game stock provide also
many opportunities for training of the students of almost all the faculties of the
University. The student dormitory offers good conditions for work and rest for
the students. There are several conference halls equipped with modern facilities
allowing both training and organizing of various scientific events.

Barziya
Barziya is situated in Western Stara planina,
in the zone of Beech forests. Except the rich
and productive forests, there are various
facilities, like bee and rabbit farms, orchard
for forest fruit plants, timber processing
factory and game stock provide good basis
for training and research.
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The foundations of the higher forestry education in Bulgaria were
laid in 1925, when a Department of Sylviculture was opened at the
Faculty of Agronomy of Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”.
The independent Higher Institute of Forestry with two faculties
was set in Sofia in 1953. There were two faculties in the Institute
– Faculty of Forestry and Faculty of Forest Industry. Graduates
were trained in forestry, in landscape architecture, in wood
technology and furniture production, in mechanization of forestry
and forest industries and for a brief period – in chemical wood
technology. They were awarded the professional qualification of
engineer. Training in Ecology and Environmental protection
started in 1975 and in 1990 it gained a status of separate specialty.

The Higher Institute of Forestry was
granted the status of a university by the
Parliament of the Republic of Bulgaria
on 21st July 1995.
During the 1990-s the University has
undergone dynamic development.
Besides the existing two faculties,
another four had been established:
Ecology and Landscape Architecture,
Veterinary Medicine, Agronomy and
Business Management.

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE UNIVERSITY BOTANICAL GARDEN OF
THE UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY 

The Botanical Garden of the
University of Forestry was
established in 1964. Its main
objective of the Garden is to serve
as a tool in the education of the
students, but it is also a base for
research on the biology, ecology,
taxonomy and introduction of plant
species and for “ex situ”
conservation of some rare plants.
Total number of plant species
exceeds 1000 taxa, belonging to
more than 400 genera, both
indigenous and exotic. The
Botanical Garden issues Index
Seminum since 1971 and
exchanges seeds with many
Botanical Gardens all over the
World.



ACADEMIC STRUCTURE OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY

Today the University has six faculties:
• Faculty of Forestry
• Faculty of Forest Industry
• Faculty of Ecology and Landscape Architecture
• Faculty of Agronomy
• Faculty of Veterinary Medicine
• Faculty of Business Management

Several other divisions support the educational
and research activities:
- Postgraduate Centre
- Scientific Research Division
- Students Canteens and Residence Halls 
Directorate 
- Economic Activities Directorate
- Students Information Centre
- Library and Information Centre
- Publishing House
- Museum of the Forestry Education and Science
- Computer Network and System Laboratory
- Animal Treatment and Students’ Training Clinic
- Botanical Garden
- Yundola and Barziya Training and Experimental
Forest Ranges
- Vrazhdebna Experimental Field Centre

FACULTY OF AGRONOMY

Assoc. Prof. Ivona Vasileva Dimitrova, PhD
Dean of the Faculty of Agronomy

The B.Sc. degree may be followed by a M. Sc. and Ph.D. degree in the fields
of Agronomy, Plant Protection, and Breeding of Crop Plants. Training in
Agronomy provides knowledge and practical skills for applying modern
technologies in grain and vegetable production, orchards and vineyards, plant
protection, together with agro management, agromarketing, agrarian
legislation, finance and computing. The research activities are directed to the
broad fi led of agricultural sciences. A very important facility is the
Experimental Field Centre in Vrazhdebna, where the experimental works
take place. There is also a well-equipped laboratory for Plant protection. The
Faculty participates in numerous national and international research projects.

Master Programs Doctoral Programs

Breeding and Seed 
Production in Crop Plants
Plant Protection

General Agriculture
Soil Science
Agro-chemistry
Breeding and Seed Production in Crop
Plants
Meliorations
Viticulture
Vegetable Production
Plant Protection
Special Animal Husbandry (Honey Bees,
Silk Worm)Bachelor 

Programs

Agronomy
Plant 
Protection



INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
The University is involved in different European
Programmes for international cooperation, like Lifelong
Learning Programme (incl. Socrates), CEEPUS and many
other bilateral cooperation programmes with different
Universities from Europe and other part of the world. The
activities include students and teachers’ exchange, joint
research projects and other initiatives. Many scientists
participate in the different actions of the COST – European
Cooperation in the field of Scientific and Technical
Research. The University also participates in the
Framework Programmes of the European Union.

Currently there are 210 foreign students from Albania, China,
Cyprus, France, Great Britain, Greece, Israel, Macedonia, Malta,
Moldova, The Netherlands, Russia, Serbia, Turkey, Ukraine and
Vietnam.The professors and students of the University of Forestry are very
active in the cooperation with national and foreign institutions and
NGOs. The following European and other funding programs could
be mentioned:

HORIZON 2020
SEVENTH FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME 

LIFELONG LEARNING PROGRAMME
LEONARDO 

EUROPEN TERRITORIAL 
COOPERATION PROGRAMME 

NATIONAL SCIENCE FUND OF BULGARIA 
EU STRUCTURAL FUNDS

CEEPUS      
DAAD
COST

BILATERAL GOVERNMENT SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL AGREEMENTS
EEA GRANTS

Dr. Thomas Popp – International
Potash Institute – Doctor Honoris
Causa of the University of Forestry

FACULTY OF
VETERINARY MEDICINE

Prof. DSc Bogdan Yanev Aminkov –
Dean of the Faculty of Veterinary 

Medicine

The training of students in Veterinary Medicine aims to better the health and
welfare of animals and humans by providing innovative, multi-disciplinary
educational programs to train veterinarians and biomedical scientists;
contributing to the prevention and control of animal disease; and administering
and maintaining a strong commitment to specialized veterinary medical care
and service.
The graduate students can assume managerial positions in the system of the
National Veterinary Medical Authority, the special veterinary department under
the different ministries such as Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of
International Affairs, State Veterinary Agency, food procession plants etc.
The M.Sc. degree may be followed by a Ph.D. degree.
Research activities in the Faculty are in all fields related to the veterinary
medicine and livestock breeding. The Faculty found an Animal Treatment and
Students’ Training Clinic, which is used both for research and training
purposes.

Master Programs
Doctoral Programs

Veterinary Medicine

Breeding of production animals and biotechnology of reproduction
Genetics
Animal Physiology
Morphology
Animal Pathology
Parasitology and Invasive Diseases in Animals and Man
Animal Surgery, Rentgenology and Physiotherapy
Animal obstetrics, gynecology and diseases in newborn animals
Veterinary Expertise
Episotoology, Infectious Diseases and Prophylactics of Contagious Diseases in
Animals
Zoo-Hygiene and Organization of Veterinary Service



FACULTY OF FORESTRY 

Assoc. Prof. Marius Alipiev Dimitrov, PhD
Dean of the Faculty of Forestry

The research activities of the Faculty are directed to sustainable
management and use of forest resources. They include studies in different
areas of plant sciences and forest ecosystems, on forest management
practices and sylvicultural systems, logging technologies and wildlife and
fisheries management.

Bachelor 
Programs

Master Programs

There are several well-equipped laboratories in the Faculty, including
Laboratory of Wildlife management, Laboratory of Genetics, Laboratory of
Botany, Laboratory of Soil science.
The researchers and students at the Faculty can use the Experimental Forest
Ranges in Yundola and Barziya and their facilities for the field experiments.

Doctoral Programs

Forestry
Forest management 
Forest use and economics
Wildlife management and 
Fisheries

Forest Plantations, Breeding and Seed Production
Sylviculture, including Dendrology
Forest Management Planning and Mensuration
General and Applied Geodesy
Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing
Technology and Mechanization of Forestry and
Logging Operations
Machines and Equipment for the Forestry, Logging,
Timber processing and Furniture industry
Forest Melioration, Forest Protection and Non-timber
Forest Resources
Wildlife Management
Fisheries Management
Organization and Management of Industry (Forestry
and Forest Industry)

FACULTY OF 
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

Assoc. Prof. Ivan Petrov Paligorov, PhD
Dean of the Faculty of Business Management

The B.Sc. degree may be followed by M.Sc. and Ph.D. degree. In the course
of studies the students are acquainted with modern social theories and the
management of small and large enterprises; they acquire basic knowledge of
the business and market economy.
The research in the Faculty is directed to all aspects of management and
marketing. Particular attention is given to the economics and management of
natural resources and the sustainable development. The Faculty is organizing
each year a widely recognized international scientific conference
“Management and sustainable development” and is issuing a journal with the
same title.

Master Programs Doctoral Programs

Business Management 
Alternative Tourism

Application of IT technologies in the
economics
Economics and Management
(Forestry and Forest Industry)
Economics and Management
(Tourism)
Organization and Management of
Industry (Forestry and Forest
Industry)
Organization and Management
(Tourism)

Bachelor 
Programs

Business 
Management 
Alternative 
Tourism



FACULTY OF ECOLOGY AND 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

Mariana Genova Doncheva-Boneva, PhD
Dean of the Faculty of Ecology and 

Landscape Architecture

Since the job of the ecologist includes a wide range of activities, students are
trained to participate directly into the nature protection: conservation and
management of natural habitats and their biodiversity. They are trained also
in urban ecology, air, water and soil protection, and proper use of natural
resources. The B.Sc. studies can be followed by M.Sc. and Ph.D.
The faculty is the only place in Bulgaria training students in Landscape
Architecture. The students are taught to design, organize and manage
landscapes, parks and gardens, to develop projects for open-air recreation in
urban and natural landscape parks. After getting a M.Sc. degree, the students
can proceed to a Ph.D. degree.

The research activities in the Faculty are directed to different fields of
ecology, environmental protection and landscape architecture. Particular
attention is given to the conservation of natural ecosystems and the protected
territories. Also, the environmental monitoring is given strong emphasize. The
staff could use the modern University laboratory of Ecology, which is
equipped with the most advanced facilities.
The research in Landscape architecture is focused on modern urban design
with particular attention to the green systems – parks and gardens.

Bachelor 
Programs

Master Programs Doctoral Programs

Ecology and 
Environment
al Protection

Landscape Architecture
Urban Ecology 
Environmental Restoration 
and Ecological Monitoring
Ecotourism

Landscape architecture
Ecology and Ecosystem
Conservation

FACULTY OF FOREST INDUSTRY 

Assoc. Prof. Zhivko Bonev Gochev, PhD
Dean of the Faculty of Forest Industry

The students can be awarded a B.Sc. degree, and can further proceed to
acquire a M.Sc. and Ph.D. degree in the fields of Woodworking, Machines
and Equipment, Furniture Production, and Engineering Design. The students
acquire fundamental knowledge in mathematics, physics, mechanics of the
solid state and fluids, and get well acquainted with the wood structure,
properties and use. They are trained in manufacturing technologies, in
interior design and furniture, technological processes, and computer
technologies and programmes.
The Faculty has own facilities for woodworking and timber production,
which are used for research and training purposes. The studies are focused to
introduction of new modern technologies allowing sustainable use of the
timber.
The Faculty is the only place in Bulgaria specialized in training and research
in the field of the modern contemporary design for furniture and interior.

Bachelor 
Programs

Master Programs Doctoral Programs

Wood 
Technology
Engineering 
design

Technology of materilals and wood 
composites
Furniture production
Machines and equipment in timber 
processing 
Mechanization and automation of timber 
processing and furniture industry
Wood protection and modification

Technology, mechanization
and automation of timber
processing and furniture
industry
Wood science and wood
materials
Machines and equipment for
the forestry, logging, timber
processing and furniture
industry
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INTRODUCTION

Project for developing a center for electronic forms of distance learning in the University of 
Forestry , with the financial support of the Operational Programme Human Resources 
Development.

The objectives of the project were related to:
• improvement and development of the existing structure and organization of distance learning 

in the UF;
• construction, installation and integration of comprehensive electronic infrastructure that 

offers all the required functionality and technical capabilities for implementing modern 
distance learning;

• increasing the qualification of teachers, administrative and technical staff;
• exchange of experiences and best practices with representatives of business;
• piloting and testing the functionality and scope of the e-learning platform;
• the quality of the developed electronic resources and activities and the possibility of 

implementing electronic forms of distance learning.

11



INTRODUCTION

During the implementation of the project was purchased the e-learning platform 
Blackboard Learn ™, which was adapted for the needs of University of Forestry.

• In the e-learning platform were created - 904 disciplines, of which 117 disciplines for 
learning purposes, for the work with the platform, 10 modules with practices of 
business (in the respective professional fields) and 785 accredited courses (179 of 
them are developed and uploaded). Created access for 205 teacher / two accounts 
each / and 3 administrators. Introduced to e-learning platform Blackboard Learn ™ 
are 2200 students. 2185 students were enrolled in the respective disciplines.

The distribution of the courses and lecturers in faculties, and the percentage ratio of
disciplines developed for the degrees "Bachelor" and "Master" are presented in the 
following figure.
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INTRODUCTION
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ASSESSMENT OF THE STUDENTS FOR THE USE OF PLATFORM 
BLACKBOARD LEARN IN THE UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY

 

1. I had difficulties in working with the platform for customizing the login:
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ASSESSMENT OF THE STUDENTS FOR THE USE OF PLATFORM 
BLACKBOARD LEARN IN THE UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY

2. I had difficulties in working with the platform for customizing the system:
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ASSESSMENT OF THE STUDENTS FOR THE USE OF PLATFORM 
BLACKBOARD LEARN IN THE UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY

3. I had difficulties in working with the platform for navigation in the curriculum:
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ASSESSMENT OF THE STUDENTS FOR THE USE OF PLATFORM 
BLACKBOARD LEARN IN THE UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY

4. I had difficulties in working with the platform for access to educational content - file type:
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ASSESSMENT OF THE STUDENTS FOR THE USE OF PLATFORM 
BLACKBOARD LEARN IN THE UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY

5. I had difficulties in working with the platform for access to educational content - type of URL:
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ASSESSMENT OF THE STUDENTS FOR THE USE OF PLATFORM 
BLACKBOARD LEARN IN THE UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY

6. I had difficulties in working with the platform for access to educational content - interactive textbook
type:
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ASSESSMENT OF THE STUDENTS FOR THE USE OF PLATFORM 
BLACKBOARD LEARN IN THE UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY

7. I had difficulties in working with the platform for access to educational content - type of self-
assessment and evaluation test:
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ASSESSMENT OF THE STUDENTS FOR THE USE OF PLATFORM 
BLACKBOARD LEARN IN THE UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY

8. I had difficulties in working with the platform for interaction with the teacher:
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ASSESSMENT OF THE STUDENTS FOR THE USE OF PLATFORM 
BLACKBOARD LEARN IN THE UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY

9. Based on your opinion, your difficulties in working with the platform are primarily due to:
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ASSESSMENT OF THE STUDENTS FOR THE USE OF PLATFORM 
BLACKBOARD LEARN IN THE UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY

10. How would you assess the impact of the use of the platform on the end result of your training and
the acquired knowledge?
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EVALUATION OF TEACHERS TO USE THE PLATFORM BLACKBOARD 
LEARN IN UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY

1. Specify which modules you use when working with Blackboard.
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EVALUATION OF TEACHERS TO USE THE PLATFORM BLACKBOARD 
LEARN IN UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY

2. Indicate which of the instruments of the system for e-learning you use Blackboard:
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EVALUATION OF TEACHERS TO USE THE PLATFORM BLACKBOARD 
LEARN IN UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY

3. Does the Platform for e-learning Blackboard meet your needs by providing technology as tool for
assisting the learning process?
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EVALUATION OF TEACHERS TO USE THE PLATFORM BLACKBOARD 
LEARN IN UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY

4. What difficulties did you experience when working with Blackboard?
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EVALUATION OF TEACHERS TO USE THE PLATFORM BLACKBOARD 
LEARN IN UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY

5. What kind of training related to the system for e-learning Blackboard you need?
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EVALUATION OF TEACHERS TO USE THE PLATFORM BLACKBOARD 
LEARN IN UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY

6. What form of education do you prefer?
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EVALUATION OF TEACHERS TO USE THE PLATFORM BLACKBOARD 
LEARN IN UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY

7. Do you think it is necessary to build a community of Blackboard e-learning system users in Bulgaria?
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EVALUATION OF TEACHERS TO USE THE PLATFORM BLACKBOARD 
LEARN IN UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY

Describe the difficulties you face when working with Blackboard platform and are not included in the
previous questions of the study:
• The need to explicitly adding new students.
• Preparation and publication of tests.
• Small technical problems. For example, some of the students could not submit their control tests in

the predefined deadline, in on-line regime
• Inability to simultaneously upload multiple sequential files in the learning module
• Working with an editor for writing formulas is very cumbersome.
Finally, it should be noted, the greater interest in the electronic platform by more lecturers and
developing of more educational "courses" and "modules", and from there greater opportunity for
participation of students in the approbation of educational content in the electrons learning resources.
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CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE WORK

In the study were taken all necessary measures to inform the academic staff and students of University
of Forestry for the trainings delivered.
The project introduced new electronic forms of learning which improves and enriches existing
traditional methods of education. Thanks to the provided funding under the European Social Fund and
the Operational Programme "Human Resources Development", University of Forestry, has managed to
successfully realize the main objective - to successfully conduct activities related to the development
of the system of lifelong learning, by introducing electronic forms of distance learning in University of
Forestry.
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CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE WORK

In addition, the preset specific objectives were successfully implemented, including:
• Refining and improving the existing structure and organization of distance learning in University of

Forestry;
• Establishment, installation and integration of a comprehensive e-infrastructure in University of

Forestry;
• Creation of a team of highly qualified specialists capable of implementing and developing the

electronic forms of distance learning in University of Forestry;
• Creation of an electronic repository of standardized educational components and virtual libraries,

connected to the e-learning platform;
• Creating conditions for accreditation of distance learning program, based on the previously

developed programs;
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CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE WORK

• Exchange of experiences and best practices with representatives of leading companies;
• Promotion of the electronic forms of distance learning in University of Forestry;
• Including persons from the target groups in various electronic forms of distance learning;
• Approbation and verification of the functionality and the scope of the e-learning platform, the

quality of the developed electronic resources and activities, and the option for applying electronic
forms of distance learning.
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CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE WORK

The undertaken research generated unforeseen positive results, some of the most
important of them are: systematization and improvement of the performance of
departments, included in the learning process at the University, including academic
department, faculties, Distance Learning Center and others.
By using one of the leading European and global electronic platforms, UF will provide
to its students the knowledge and skills to help improve the quality of education at the
university, and consequently the competitiveness of UF.
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course Information Technology –Part 1 (MS Office)
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Course English for MSc Plant Protection
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Course English for MSc Plant Protection
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Course English for MSc Plant Protection
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Course English for MSc Plant Protection
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Course English for MSc Plant Protection
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Course English for MSc Plant Protection
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Course English for MSc Plant Protection

72



Course English for Bachelor Forest Industry
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Course English for Bachelor Forest Industry
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Course English for Bachelor Forest Industry
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Course English for Bachelor Forest Industry
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Course English for Bachelor Forest Industry
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Course English for Bachelor Forest Industry
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Course English for Bachelor Forest Industry
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Course English for Bachelor Forest Industry
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Course English for Bachelor Forest Industry
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Course English for Bachelor Forest Industry
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Course English for Bachelor Forest Industry

83



Course English for Bachelor Forest Industry
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Course English for Master Forest Industry

85



Course English for Master Forest Industry
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Course English for Master Forest Industry
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Course English for Master Forest Industry
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Course English for Master Forest Industry
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Course English for Master Forest Industry
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Course English for Master Forest Industry
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Course English for Master Forest Industry
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Course English for Master Forest Industry
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