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1 Synopsis of the biographic data of th€ candidate

Dr. Petar Zl'elev Stoyanov gmduated from the University of Forestry in professional speciality
Forestry in 1985 and stafted his wo.k in the same year at "Trakia" state Hunfing Range in plovdiv,

where he hcld the position ofa loreslrv officer until 1987. From 1987 to 1990 hc tvas a phl) srudent a1

the University of Forestry, where he elaborated a PhD thesis entitled "Ecological-biological and

selective-genetic studies of the Scors pine populations in the Rhodopes" and in 1992 bc acquircd the

educational and scientific degree "doctor" (at that time called "candidate of thc agricultural scienccs").

From 1992 until now he was working at the University of Forestry (UF) and was holding
consccutively the academic positions "assistant professoi', "senior assistant profcssor", "chicf
assistant professor" and "associate professor". IIc has been a chair of thc "Dendrology" dcpartment for
4 vears and for more than 8 years he holds the position "Deputy rcctor of UF". He has a cormancl,
with diflbrent levels ol proficiency. of 3 foreign languages zrnd is a membcr ol 2 national and 2

intcmational prolcrsional organizarions.

2. Complianee of the submitted documents and materials of the applicant with those rcquired under
the Regulations for deyelopment ofthe academic stalT (RDAS) in the UF

Application iurd all requested documents to it (legalized copies of diplomas and cefiificates, relbrences, lists

and summaries), according to article 65a(4) of RDAS in the UF, are available. The curcntly submitted

materials do not duplicate drosc rsed to obtain cducalional and scientific degree "doctor" rn 1992 and

those submitted in the competition for the academic position "associate professor" in 1999. Summaries

of the scientillc publications for the competition are provided in Bulgarian ard English languagcs. Thc

re{crcncc for verification of the compliance with t}re national thr-eshold rcquiremcnts according to

article 2a paragraphs (14) of RDAS in the UF shows that tie candidate fulfils und cven exceeds the

thresholtls by groups of cdteria. Evidences are provided according to the lists by groups of criteiia. for B
$oup ofcriteria, the candidate has choscn to present as a habilitation work 10 articlcs, publishcd injoumals,

which are referenced zmd indexed in the rvorld data bases Web of Science ancl Scopus. According to the

lcgal requirements, they are accompanied with a habiLitation extentled rel'erence, which integratcs thern

under thc heading "Population-genetic diversity ol coniferous species in Bulgaria", includes an introtluction



and a bibliography clearly distinguishing the articles with which the candidate paficipates in the particular

group of criteria, ar.td dcscribes accuratcly and specificalty his original scientific contributions in the study ol
the variability of 6 coniferous species. ln addition to the lists and the evidence on the six manclatory groups

ofcriteria, the applicant has also provided information on his parlicipation in expefi bodies. editorial boards.

proccdures lbr awalding scientific dcgr-ees and acadcmic positions, scientific forunrs. etc_

3. Assessment ofthc applicant's teaching and educational activitics

During the last 20 years, Assoc- Prof Petar- Zhelev has supei-viscd morc than lci0 Mastff and Bachelor

students who developed and successfully defended their gaduation theses in the fields of dentlrology,

genetics, seed production and introduction of a signiticant number of tree species Ibr ditlbrent regions of the

counlry and bcyond (C1pnx, Greece). Thc impressive numbo of graduates shorvs both his ability to attract

students' interest irl the subjccts he teaches and his ability to be a useful adviser in thcir fllst attcnpts to calry
out research. Assoc. Prol Petnr Zhelev has been a scientific superrisor of four PhD students, ard two more

are cLmcntJy undcr his supervision. Two of his fonler PhD studcnts continued to pwsue rcscarch anil

teaching at the Unive$ity ofForestry and the Forest Research Institute of B.A.S.

A clear prove of the ciurdidate's suocessful work as a scienlific supervisor is thc brigbt intcnutional
rcali:ration of his student Dr. Gancho Slavov, clmently a rescalcher at Statistical Gcnomics. Rotllan5tcd

Research (RRes), Harpenden, UK. The applicant's ability to uain prospectivc yo.u,g rcscirchen a1 a high
scientific level is also confitmed by the joint scientific publications rvith his students, on the rcsults of thcir
theses, in prcstigious scientific joumals witlr an impact lbctor such as iForest antl Canodian Journal of
Forest Research.

Assor:. Prof. Petar Zhelev is often sought as an evalu.xlor in procedures lbr awanling scicntific degrecs zurcl

academic positions, and for thc last 20 years, hc has participatcd in a total of 29 suclr proccdurcs.

4. Assessment ofapplicant's scientific, applied and putrlishing activities

4.1. Participation in scientific, applied and educational projects

For the last 20 years, Assoc. Prol Petar Zhelev hm been a project leader from the Bulgarian side of .1 and

participated in 3 intcmational projects. He has led an institutional project under ihe Human Resources

Dcvelopment Program and has participatcd in an InFastructu]r Projcct for the crcation of a Univcrsity

Laboratory for Biotechnology and Molecular Genetic Research. He has bcen a leader or participant in 30

national scicntific and applied projects. I consider appropriate 10 menion here also the candidate's pzst or

curcnt pafiicipation in thc National Council on Biologcal Divenity. in the COST Programrne domain

'Forests. Their Products and Services (FPS)", in the gloup of experis on the,'Climatc Ch:urge mcl

biodivenity" topic to the Berne Convention. in the Interdepafimental Coordination Working Group to the

Convcntion on Biological Diversity, subdivision Climale Change and Biodiversity, and in thc National

Commission for Forest Tree Breeding and Seed Production.

The f'acts presentetl show that Assoc. Profl Petar Zhelev has the qualities to manage successfully tcarns of
expefth for thc implementation of projects. In addition, hc is sought as an expcrt and can be a part of
interdiscipliruuy scientifi c groups.



4.2. Characteristic of the published scientific rcsults

To participatc in thc compctition, the candidatc has submitted 86 scientific publications. Of thcse, over

l/3 (33 titles) are publications in joumals rcfcrenced and indexed in the global Web of Scicnoe ancl

Scopus databases, and 39 publications are articles in reviewed journals or coni'erencc proceedings.

Assoc. Prof. Pctar Zhelcv is among the authors of ,+ book and 10 chaptcrs ofbooks. Along with the

scientific articles, there are also 26 applied scientillc and popular articles, revieu,s ancl other

publications. as well as I teaching manual. All presented scientiiic papers are collective, proving the

skills of the candidate tbr tcamwork, and his lcading padjcipation in I 1 ol the scicntiflc publications

testifies to his ability to initiate research ideas and to manage successiully their. realization. It is

notewofihy that his studies of a fundamental nature, especially on the variability of the forest tree

spccics, arc found not only in such authoritaiive international journals in the field o1'genctics as

Heredity, ./ournal oJ heredity. Forest Genetics, Conservation generlcs, but also in prestigious joumals

in tlre fields of biology and forest science such as Can.tdion Jautzal oJ'Forest Research, iForest.
Ettropean Journal ol Forest Reseorch, Annal,s of Botany. Plant Biosl.Stems. No less irnprcssivc is thc

participation of the scientist as a co-author of chapters fiom the Bulgarian Recl Book on habitats with
oaks, books and book chapters on the conservation of genetic resources, adaptation antl sustainable

lorcst management in thc conditions of climate changc.

I consider it appropriatc to mention here the parlicipation of Assoc. Prof. Petar Zhelev in nulnerous.

mostly intcmational, scientific foruns (over 50 for the last 20 years), incl. as a keynote speakcr. The

candidate is a mcmber of thc cditorial boards of 2 impact factor journals and 2 joumals with SJR. has

made reviervs for such renowned scieltific journals as Foresl Ecolog' and Management, Biochemicdl

S)tstemalics dnd Ecology, Biologlt, Acla Zoologica Bulgarica, Forest Genetlcs ancl others-

Thc abovc-mcntioned facts prescnt Assoc. Prof. Petar Zhelcv as an cstablishcd and intemationallv

recogrized scientist, among the leaders ir his scientific field_

4.3. lmpact of the applicantrs scientific activity in the literature (quotation records)

With the submitted il the Self-Assessnent Repoft 1br compliance with the national threshold requircments

lbr the academic position "Professor", 105 citations in scientific publications. rcferenccd ancl indexed in the

world databases Web of Science and ScopLs, Assoc. hol Peta-r Zhelcv excccds morc than 15 timcs the

tbreshokl for group D of criteria. However, the quotations included in thc report are only a small part of the

total number of citations to thc appLicant's work, which after 1999 are more than 600, 270 of *'hich are in
impact factoljoumals. The high citation rate ofthe scientific uorks ofAssoc. Prof. P. Zhclcv is confinlej
also by his Index of Hinch (h indet, r,vhich, according to Scopus, corurts to 9. Many of his articles have

more than 20 irnd sone even ntote than 60 quotations in publicaliorx, referenced and indexed in Scopus and

Web of Sciencc.

These clata confinn the relevarce and inporrancc ofthe applicant's reseiu'ch as well as his pccrs' interest ii
the problenrs and rcsults presented in his papers. The impressive nunber ofcitations show that thc scienti{ic

production ofAssoc. Prol Petar Zrclev is wcll ktollrr lo thc scicntific community herc and abroad.

4.4. Contributions in the candidate's rcsearch works (scientific, scientific-applied, applied)

Thc candidate's work contains both addrng new information or confinning cxisting t'acts and obscrvations



contributions to the fundamenlal scientific knowledge in the field ofgenetics as well as scientificalty-applied

contributiorx. part of which are methodological.

Among dre scientific contributiotx of Assoc. hol Petrt' Zhelev, leading position occupy those based on his

studies on the variability of a number of forest trce species, both using genetic markers and morphological

and morphometric featwcs. I would point out here thc pioneer application of isozymcs genetic narkers in
Pinus peuce: the established high level of inbrceding in Prrus mugo; the deletmined higher dcgree of genetic

differentiation of the Europezm populations of Pinus nigra as compared to those of Piras s_u/r.,estru; thc

finding lhat Abies borbii-regis is a product of a rrlatively rccent intogrcssive hybridizatioq tlre

distinguished relatively high degree of diI1'ereritiation in SorDas torminalis in Easrem Elyope; the

significantly higher genetic diversity found in the cornmon hombeam on the Balkars as comparetl to other

pafts of Europe; thc cstablished intermediate inheritance of a number of rrolphomcfjc lbatures in hybrids

between Scots pine and Morntain pine; the obsen ed lack of gcograpluc differentiation al.rong the lrn,pe.rzs
orycedrus popuiations on the Balkan Pen.insula; the comparatively lo\v genetic r.'arjabilif found in
Rupit apra ntpicapra bqkenica etc. Arother important goup of contributions rclated to the fotcst hce

breeding is based on results assessing the heritabiiity of height, diameter and volume grolvth in native irnd

foreign progenies ol Scors pine, in Ezrstem Plane and in Silver fir. Alrother group of scientific contrjbutions

of thc applicant, of botanical and dcndrological nature, irrcludcs dcndrologicai charactcristics of dilferent

telritorics in Bulgada, the overview of the woody flora of Bulgaria, the new information on the natural

habitats, the significance and the phytochemical composition ofa number ofmedioinal plants, etc.

Scicntific-applied arc the contributions ofAssoc. Prcf. Zhclev, related to thc consei.,/ation olthc gcrepool of
the fbrest tree species as '"vell as those in the field of ecology. It is rvodh noting the paficipation of the

appliczfr ilr the methodological studies related io: the monitoring ofthe siatus ard thc consenation in the

contcxt of clirr.ute change of the forest genetic rcsources; the identification of thc habitaG of high

conseruation value; the lorest n1anagemenl uithin the NATLTRA 2000 nahrre conservation nciworki thc

system olmeasures to rnitigate the impact of climate chturge on the forests il Bulgaria. Important studies of
scicntific-applied natffc ar.c those rclatcd to the conser,/ation oithc gcnetic resourccs of thc Eastcrn Pla;c,
the Black Poplar and the Silver Fi in Bulgaria, the development oftechnical guitlelincs 1br the conscwation

of the genetic resources of Turkey and Hungarizm oals, the research on vadous plant comrnunities ancl rare

plalt localities, related to thek protection and thc conservation ofbiodiver.sity.

5. Assessment ofthe applicant's personal contribution

The contributions of Assoc. Prof Petar Zrelev are results of his own rcsearch and analyses. ln collective

works, the applicant has developed issues related to his competencies antl I considcr his parlicipation in thc

collective publications equal to that ofthe other authors, I also believe that his contdbution to the led bv him
scicnlific projccl: is guidjng and dccisi\c.

6, Critical remarks and recommendations

Thc results of thc work of Assoc. Prof. Petar Zhelev could find more tangible application not only in
ccology and conservation of genetic resources and biodiversity. but also in fbrest management,

prin.rarily for establishmenl offorest plantations with selected genetic matcrial- The image an<l position



of the candidate in the scientific and professional comnunity would also help to change fores*y
policy in this direction.

7, Personalimpressions

I know Assoc. Prof. Petar Zhelev as an erudite, dedicated to his work, established scientist with high
intemationa.l prestige. I parlicularly respect his professional and human responsiveness, commitment

to the problems of the others, willingness to cooperate and help in difficult rnoments, honesty and

loyalty.

8. Conclusion

The analysis of the whole professional activity of Assoc. prof. petar Zhelev shows that he not only
fulfils, but also substantially exceeds the requirements for the academic position "professor", laid
down in the Academic Staff Development Law and the relevant regulations. I propose thc canalidate

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Petar Stoyanov zhelev to take the academic position 'professor" in the

discipline "Forest Genetics and Breeding" ofthe professional field 6.5. Forestry.

Author of the opinion:

/Assoc.

The opinion is submifred on 29-7 .2019 r.


