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By: Assuc. Prof. Anton Georgiev Rusenav, Ph.D.

Department of internal Medicine
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Trakia University, Stara Zagora
scientific specialty: "Anunal Pathology,” Professional field: 6.4. Veterinary Medicine
regaraing: Doctoral dissertation for the award of an educational and scientific degree “Doctor

{ific specialty "Animel Pathology, ' professional field: 6.4. Veterinary Medicine

Author of the dissertation: Majd lorahim Abi Haidar

e we e dissertation: "Prevaience and identification of Aflztoxin Types in Raw Milk from Cow:

talszu under Different Technelogies, Feeding Practices, and Scasons in the Bekaa Vailey”

Scientific Supervisors: Assoc Pro® Toni Todorov; Prof. Mona Abbud

Grounds for issuing this opinion: Participation as a member of the scientific jury for the defer.

the doctoral dissertation in accordance with Order No. 646/08.11.2024 of the Rector of LTU.
1 information about the Dactoral Candidate

Aajd tbranum Abi Haidar is enrclled as a doctoral candidate in the part-time program
25D-103/23.04.2620 of the Rector of LTU- Sofia, in the doctoral program
oy The appointed supervisors are Assoc. Prof. Toni Tcdorov and Prof. Mona Abbuc

 completion of all activities outlined in the individual study plan and passing the refev.

ins, he s granted the right to defend his dissertation under Crder No. 25D-147/21.0
wector of LTU-Sofia. Folicwing the decision of the extended council of the Departi:

2 Non-infectious Diseases, Pathology, and Pharmacology” at the Faculty of Veterinary Mo

ic. 176/24.10.2024), the dissertation is forwarded for defense in front of the scientf

2. General Characteristics of the Dissertation

Relevence of the Topic:

he submitted dissertation addresses the detection and prevalence of aflatoxin type
from dairy cows raised under various technologies, feeding regimes, and season
ction of aflatoxin M1 (AFM1) in dairy products is a global issue threatening public
¢. Aflatoxins are highiy (oxic to humans and animals, with potential to cause acu
epat liver cirrhosis, hepatocelluiar carcinoma, and other severe conditions. Hen
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on's topic is highly relevant, witn promising practical applications demonstrated throog &

posed research modeis.
ruclure and Volume:

he dissertation titlea "Prevaience and Identification of Aflatoxin Types in Raw Milk fron

vler Different Technolcgies, Feeding Practices, and Seasons in the Bekaa Valley” conis
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5, tilustrated with 20 tabics and 24 figures. While the overall structure adheres to the stuiida: g
© o a dissertation, the baience between the individual sections is disproportionate. The wors 15
10 the foliowing sellivns, Table 0f Contents (3 pages), List ot Abbreviations {4 pages),
uon (2 pages), Literature Review {59 pages), Materials and Methods (12 pages), Resuis (10
biscussion {11 pages), Conclusions (2 pages), Contributions (1 page), Frocuc
endations (2 pages), Publications Related to the Dissertation and Participation in Suicniitic
rorums [l page}, References (37 pages).

#oiuia of 382 references in Lalin script are used, most of which are contemporary and relevant,
deting from the last decade {post 2014).

Literuture Review:

this section is exceptionaily detailed, well-organized, comprehensive, and written in & oo
fostyle. It reflects the doctoral candidate’s in-depth knowledge and familiarity with the subject
eview concludes with a sumimary of the described literature data.

(yiuil Research:

ne research objectives are succinctly and clearly defined. To achieve these, five ma
uuned. The "Materials and Methods” section provides a step-by-step description of (he
‘teristics of the farms involved in the study, the methods of data collection, laboratory teste, and
malysis techniques employed.

3. Assessment of the Results

Ihe research findings are presented across 10 pages and adhere to the outlined task: and
metnodulogies. The results are illustrated with 8 tables and 6 figures, presented in a concise,
competent, and scientifically robust manner. Based on these results, it is evident that the dociora
candcote successfully addressed the research objectives and achieved commendabie outcomes.

4. tvaluation of the Discussion, Scientific, and Applied Contributions

< section, spanning 11 pages, provides an in-depth scientific analysis of the results. The cocioral
candico e competently interprets both his findings and those from other authors. He effeclively
s thesis with a well-founded scientific approach, demonstrating comprehensive know cdge
feld. The dissertation includes 16 conclusions, 5 contributions, and 13 practic:
ecominendations, all of which are accepted as presented.

~. Assessment of the Publications Related to the Dissertation

~uostienufic articies in English, related to the dissertation, have been published in the ourna
[reci o and Modernity in Veterinary Medicine." The first is authored solely by the
canmaaie, while the second lists him as the leading author, confirming his active participatio
The journal is recognized by NACID and indexed i international scientific datab.
compliance report with the minimum national requirements has been provided.

G. tvaluation of the Summary

[me summary, comprising 3t pages, accurately reflects the objectives, tasks, methods, rosuits,
cuss ons, conclusions, contriputions, and practical recommendations of the dissertation.

7. (Critical Notes and Recommendations



45 - nemuper of the extended departmental council, | had the opportunity to review and provide
Jooor during the preliminary aiscussion of the dissertation In its current form, the dissertatiol

ommiend tnatl future pubiications by the doctoral candidate increase in number and tarec!
sact scientific journals

2. wunclusion

oot the submitted agissertation titled “Prevalence and Identification of Afiatoxin Type:

1 Cows Raised under Uiiferent Technologies, Feeding Practices, and Seasons in the soxae

s a comprehensive scientific work that positions the doctoral candidate, Majd Ibranin A
Haider, a5 a researcher with sclid expertise and a distinctive approach in the fieid of internal medic e
Juer the dissertation to be relevant, sufficiently extensive, and well-structured, fully meeting the
nents of the Academic Staff Development Act of the Republic of Bulgaria, its implerneniing
culations, and the Rules for Academic Staff Development at LTU-Sofia. These considerations provide
a s0lid vasis for my pasitive evaluation.

pase that the esteemed scientific jury duly assess the presented dissertation anc
positve vote for awarding Majd lbrahim Abi Haidar the educational and scientific degree “Doctor” in
(e soentific specialty “Animal Fathology,” within the field of higher education 6.0 Agrarian Scicnces
and veterinary Medicine, professional fieid 6.4 Veterinary Medicine. i
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